
... I was hungry 
and you gave me 

food, 
I was thirsty 

and you gave me 
drink, 

I was a stranger 
and you welcomed 

me ...

Over 1,400,000 
 meals served

OUR DAILY BREAD serves hot nutritious meals to hungry people three days each week. 
Anyone is served without regard to race, color, national origin, immigration status, age, gender, 
or disability. Regular serving hours are 11:00–12:30 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
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No Lonely Repairman Here! 
Chuck Thompson, ODB Board President

But then, none of our equip-
ment is from Maytag!

A year ago we told you about 
the demise of our walk-in refrigera-
tor and freezer, a critical piece of 
equipment. It was a huge expense 
to replace them, but a large grant 
from the Cupertino Rotary paid for 
much of it. And supporters like you 
delivered the rest.

With that out of the way we 
thought it would be a while before 
anything else major needed repairing or replac-
ing. But that was not to be.

Toward the end of summer our air condi-
tioner had a major failure – the condenser had 
to be replaced. But that didn’t solve the whole 
problem. Now it seems there is a clog in the 
coolant line. Repairing that is on hold, since we 
won’t need it until next summer.

And then, in late September, one half of 

our double oven stopped working. 
The unit was examined and the 
repair estimate said it wasn’t worth 
fixing. So for almost two months 
we limped along, using just one 
oven. Our cooks, always ready for 
a challenge, stepped up — through 
a combination of menu changes 
and food juggling, they continued 
to deliver hot nutritious food to our 
diners. Finally, in late November, 
the replacement ovens were in-
stalled and our operation got back 

to normal. We certainly hope it stays that way.
Throughout all this, our supporters have 

been steadfast, greatly reducing the stress 
caused by these unexpected failures. For that 
we are extremely grateful.

Sincerest best wishes to you all for a joy-
filled Christmas season!
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In a change of pace from previous years, this year’s event was very casual — an afternoon 
picnic across the street in Sunnyvale’s Washington Park. It was also very low key — almost no 
program other than eating delicious food. The key speaker was David Barnes, our Program 

Dirctor and party master, giving us another rousing talk. As is our custom at these events, we 
closed with the awarding of the annual Bread Loaf Award. (See following story.)

David Barnes cheers the 
volunteers on.

34th Anniversary & Volunteer Recognition Picnic34th Anniversary & Volunteer Recognition Picnic 2017 Bread Loaf Award 
Every year Our Daily Bread has a party to honor and recognize the more than 100 volunteers 
that make our program successful. And every year, the party closes with the awarding of our 
annual Bread Loaf Award. This award is given to one or more volunteers whose contribution 
is representative of all the good work our volunteers do throughout the year.

This year the Bread Loaf Award was given to Henry Buffalow and 
the entire Rotary Club of Cupertino. This was in recognition of 
the very generous support the Rotary provided by making us the 
beneficiary of their 2016 Golf Tournament. That gift allowed us to 

replace our failing walk-in refrigerator and freezer, equipment that 
is vital to our daily operation.

And we gave special recognition to Henry, who started 
out as the Rotary’s liaison on the project but wound up 
being much more than that. Based on his many years of 
experience with refrigeration equipment, he essentially 
became ODB’s project manager, writing up a request 
for proposal, selecting vendor candidates, working with 
each candidate to get comparable bids, putting together a 
bid comparison and educating those of us at ODB so we 
could make an informed choice. And now he volunteers 
in the kitchen.

So for all of this, Our Daily Bread extends its heartfelt  
appreciation and gratitude to Henry and all of the mem-
bers of the Rotary Club of Cupertino for this vital support 
to our program.

THANK YOU, Henry & Cupertino Rotary !

Henry Buffalow
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The Homeless Appreciate Gift Cards & Clothing 
by Jan Camp

We’re approaching the favorite time 
of the year when, as seen in the media 
and in stores, we can be dazzled by all 
those wonderful items people desire to 
purchase for the holiday season. How-
ever, many people viewing and wish-
ing for these items cannot afford to buy 
them. You can help by giving them some 
favorite relatively inexpensive pleasures 
that I happen to know are winners!

ODB diners who are homeless need 
gift cards that can bring them joy! I can 
suggest the obvious fast food McDon-

ald’s cards 
for $5 or 
$10 or any 
favorite fast 
food place 

you think they 
can access and 
enjoy.

I’ve been privileged to be gifted these 
cards from friends and relatives because 
I have been advocating this for years. I 
use these cards especially on Fridays 
when the most needy diners won’t have 
Our Daily Bread over the weekend and 
can easily go hungry. Morning coffee is 
a special winner!

The clothing ideas 
that are needed and 
are favorites are 
socks, hoodies, and 
T-shirts in large 
sizes, including 2x. 
Please stay with 
dark colors for the 
hoodies and not red. Those 
small blankets that often 
are packaged rolled up 
are nice because sleeping b a g s 
or blankets sometimes need help from 
the cold your neck or head experiences.

Donations can be brought to ODB 
any Monday, Wednesday or Friday 
morning or to the St. Thomas office from 
Tuesday to Friday.

Thank you for your generosity with past 
donations!

Happy Holidays 
to all!

Happy Holidays 
to all!

All Are Welcome 
to Dine at Our Table

The Holiday Season is a time of joy for many of us. Family and friends come to-
gether to share a holiday meal, exchange gifts, and celebrate their blessings. However, 
if you are hungry or homeless or living in poverty, this time of year can leave you 
feeling hopeless and forgotten. Our mission at Our Daily Bread is to welcome those 
in need to come together and share a meal at our table. During this holiday season, 
why not give the gift of a meal to our struggling neighbors by donating to ODB. 

•   A gift of $38 will provide meals for a homeless diner for one month.
•   A gift of $171 will provide meals for a mother and child for the winter. 
•    A gift of $456 will provide meals for one year for a hungry man or woman.   

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TODAY!

If you wish to make a financial contribution, we have enclosed an envelope in this 
newsletter. Or if you wish to donate online, please visit our website at 

OurDailyBread-Sunnyvale.org
and click on the DONATE NOW button at the bottom of any page. Or you can enter 
this link in your browser instead:
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=JKUEJJDXFUZEW

If your company has a matching gift program that doesn’t match gifts to religious 
organizations, please consider making your gift to Friends of  Our Daily Bread 
[FriendsofODB.org] instead, with the assurance that 100% of your donation will be 
delivered to Our Daily Bread.

Thank you for considering our request  
and for supporting Our Daily Bread!
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In Memoriam
Carson Kan,  August  18, 1946 – April 16, 2017

Carson Kan was our magic man who had an infectious grin and a zest for 
action. He loved walking around visiting with our diners and serving 
plates of attractive and nutritious food. Sometimes he would try differ-
ent languages if he was in the midst of problem solving. He’d help as 
head waiter when needed and often did some cooking on Mondays. He 

was an avid advocate of magic tricks and belonged to a local club and 
through that connected with ODB and became a volunteer. In 2014 Carson 

received our annual Bread Loaf award, representing the efforts of all our volunteers.

Rudy Baldini,  January 22, l930 -- August 22, 2017
Rudy, always friendly with a big smile, was perfect working at ODB as a 

food server. He loved walking around greeting people and looked forward 
to Mondays when he volunteered. He taught in the same schools as Jan 
Camp and it was she who suggested ODB as a meaningful volunteer job.
Rudy was an active member of St. Martin’s Catholic Church in Sunny-

vale where he belonged to Knights of Columbus and kept busy with 
various volunteer jobs. He loved the great outdoors and teaching science 

to Sunnyvale junior high students. He kept physically fit with judo and even taught it to 
many of the students. He volunteered at ODB until his failing health interfered.

Hedi Weber,  March 13, 1926 – October 13, 2017
Hedi, born in Bavaria, emigrated to the United States in 1955 with her hus-

band and two young children. The children attended Sunnyvale schools 
and she worked as a waitress at popular restaurants for fourteen years. 
The family belonged to St. Thomas Episcopal Church, so it was not at all 
strange for Hedi to join ODB, doing what was natural for her--delivering 

meals to diners. She was the wonder woman carrying at least five plates 
at a time! She enlisted her friend Elisabeth Toepfer to also volunteer and 

both would astonish the rest of us who could only carry two or three plates. In 1999 Hedi 
was honored for her many years of service to ODB with our annual Bread Loaf award.
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As we celebrate the holidays, let us not forget those who are suffering from circumstances 
beyond their control. Please share your bounty with those who have so little yet still are 
ever thankful for the little they have.

Gratefully We Share
Our Daily Bread survives on the generosity of its donors and volunteers.

Contributor’s EnvElopE EnClosEd

Each year at this time we enclose an envelope in the 
newsletter for the convenience of those who want 
to make a financial contribution to ODB. Though 
ODB receives support from business and civic 
organizations, the majority of our financial support 
comes from caring individuals. In the last 3 months 
of 2017 we hope to receive the funds that will carry us 
through most of 2018. To increase your gift, please 
donate to Friends of Our Daily Bread and enclose your 
company’s “matching gift” form. If you prefer to donate 
online, please visit our website at www.OurDailyBread-Sunnyvale.org and click on 
DONATE NOW

 
at the bottom of any page.
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Important Dates

Tues., Dec. 12 .....Board meeting
Mon., Dec. 18 ......Christmas Meal
Tues., Feb. 13 .....Board meeting

Donations

Please consider ODB in your holiday 
giving — see page 7 for our annual 
“Contributor’s Envelope.” See page 
4 for donating Christmas gift items 
to our diners. Your support is always 
needed and greatly appreciated.

REMINDERS

The Our Daily Bread newsletter 
is published by St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church. Direct inquiries c/o the church 
office or to David Barnes at 408-736-
4108.

The Board of Directors holds 
bimonthly public meetings in the Dis-
ciples Room at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church. Voting board members: Chuck 
Thompson, president & treasurer; 
Susan Latshaw, vice president; Donna 
Beres, secretary; Fulvia Govetto, Alan 
Purchase, Paul Wilcox. Non-voting 
members: David Barnes, program 
director; Anne Buelteman, parish ad-
ministrator; Jim Cobb, parish treasurer; 
Pastor Salying Wong, rector; Jan Camp, 
Emerita; Gage McKinney, Emeritus.
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