
... I was hungry 
and you gave me 

food, 
I was thirsty 

and you gave me 
drink, 

I was a stranger 
and you welcomed 

me ...

Over 1,450,000 
 meals served

OUR DAILY BREAD serves hot nutritious meals to hungry people three days each week. 
Anyone is served without regard to race, color, national origin, immigration status, age, gender, 
or disability. Regular serving hours are 11:00–12:30 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
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YOU Are The Givers  
Who Keep On Giving! 

from the Management Board of Our Daily Bread

During this holiday season we all must be mindful of the many gifts we have received, 
both physical and spiritual. And this goes for Our Daily Bread as well.

So it is in that spirit that we give great thanks for YOU, our supporters. Once again you 
gave generously thoughout the year of your time, talent, and treasure, enabling Our Daily 
Bread to carry out  its mission of feeding the hungry in our community. With your steadfast 
support, Our Daily Bread will continue this 35 year effort.

For that, we and our diners sincerely thank you!

FOR AL L  YOUR SUPPORT
Thank You
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“An Evening in Italy”   
35th Anniversary & Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

It was a balmy evening in June 
when ODB volunteers came 
together to socialize and be rec-
ognized for all their work over 
the past year. The theme, “An 
Evening in Italy,” meant the food 
had to be abundant and delicious. 
And it was! We owe a debt of 
gratitude to the volunteers who 
worked “overtime” making this 
evening so enjoyable.

Photos – Top row: Relaxing in 
the courtyard with appetizers; 
Listening to the Grateful Dads; 
Having a personal photo-op. 
Middle row: Enjoying dinner 
and each other; The chefs, look-
ing their best; Being serenaded 
by accordionist Michael Zam-
piceni during dinner. Bottom: 
David Barnes thanking the 
volunteers and donors.
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2018 Bread Loaf Award 
Every year Our Daily Bread has a party to honor and recog-

nize the more than 100 volunteers that make our program success-
ful. And every year, the party includes the awarding of our annual 
Bread Loaf Award, which is given to one or more volunteers whose 
contribution is representative of all the good work our volunteers do 
throughout the year.

This year Bread Loaf Awards were given to multiple recipients: two 
sisters, Anna Marie Cook & Simone Yecny; and Joe Schmidig.

The “Dynamic Duo,” as Anna Marie and Simone are 
known, started volunteering at ODB in 2011. Over time, 
they have been “the Jills of all Trades”... doing desserts, 
serving on the floor, slaving in the kitchen to prepare the 
main course, chopping fruits and veggies for the salads, 
and even helping Jan Camp prepare bag lunches for the 
homeless. In particular, Simone is known as the “Onion 
Queen” because she chops onions every time she’s here. 
Before she chops them, she places a little bowl of water 

next to the onions so she won’t cry. Nobody else understands this, but it seems to work for 
Simone. Needless to say, they spread joy, not tears, whenever they are volunteering by al-
ways giggling and having smiles on their faces. Other volunteers love them! And every time 
we have a fundraising drive, one of them prods the other to write a very generous check – 
they share that kind of sisterly love. Anna Marie and Simone definitely personify the spirit of 
ODB by sharing their time, talent, and treasure to help the hungry and homeless.

Before we could honor him in person, Joe Schmidig passed away in March. So we 
honored him with our first-ever posthumous Bread Load Award, to recognize all the contri-
butions he made over many years of service to Our Daily Bread. (For details, please see his 
obituary on page 6.) His sister, Agnes Reed, accepted the award on his behalf.

Our Daily Bread extends its heartfelt appreciation and gratitude to Anna Marie, Simone 
and Joe for their many years of faithful and always joyful support.

THANK YOU, Anna Marie, Simone, and Joe !

Anna Marie Cook (L) & Simone Yecny
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The Homeless Appreciate Gift Cards & Clothing 
by Jan Camp

The “reason for the season” is an easy 
way for me to ask for some items homeless 
people often need in addition to the hot meal 
and bag lunch they can get at ODB. You can 
help by giving them some favorite relatively 
inexpensive pleasures that I happen to know 
are winners!

ODB diners who are homeless need gift 
cards that can bring them joy! I can sug-

gest the obvi-
ous fast food 
McDonald’s 
cards for $5 
or $10 or any 
favorite fast 

food place you 
think they can ac-
cess and enjoy.

I’ve been privileged to be gifted with 
these cards from friends and relatives be-
cause I have been advocating this for years. 

I use these cards especially on Fridays when 
the most needy diners won’t have Our Daily 
Bread over the weekend and can easily go 
hungry. Morning coffee is a special winner!

The clothing ideas that 
are needed and are favorites 
are socks, hoodies, and 
T-shirts in large sizes, 
including 2x. Please 
stay with dark colors 
for the hoodies and 
not red.

Donations can be brought 
to ODB any Monday, Wednes-
day or Friday morning or to 
the St. Thomas office from 
Tuesday to Friday.

Thank you for your generosity with past 
donations!

Enjoy Your Retirement, Cynthia
Cynthia Elliott, the Social Outreach Worker who has supported the 
diners of Our Daily Bread for the past 8 years, retired this September. 
Cynthia was present at ODB during the meal service every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. She assisted the diners in locating agencies 
and programs for affordable housing, job information, medical care, 
mental health, and other services in Santa Clara County. When din-
ers were struggling, Cynthia was there to provide support and help 
them work through their challenges. On behalf of all the diners she has 
helped over these years, we want to say THANK YOU for a job well 
done. We wish you all the best in your new life experience.

Cynthia Elliott
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ODB Thanks the Sereno Group
The Sereno Group, a local realtor with nine offices in the South Bay, 

has pledged to give 1% of its gross commissions to a charitable or commu-
nity-minded group committed to making a positive difference in the com-

munities they serve. Organizations are chosen in specific office communities and are selected 
by agent teams each quarter, 
with the 90 day aggregate 
sum of donation dollars be-
ing delivered to the benefi-
ciary organizations.

In early 2017 a team of 
agents from the Los Altos 
office visited ODB to see if 
it could be a “1% for Good” 
candidate. They departed 
with a favorable impression, 
resulting in an invitation for 
David Barnes to make a pre-
sentation in their office.

In May 2017 David 
made what was obviously a 
great presentation, resulting 
in ODB being selected as 
the recipient of their second 
quarter 2018 grant. And in 
keeping with their program, 
they presented ODB with a 
check for $20,000 in July!

THANK YOU,

HERE
FOR 
GOOD.

1% for Good provides grants to local organizations that are active in improving  
our communities. Sereno Group Los Altos will be supporting Our Daily Bread from 
April to June 2018.

PALO ALTO  //  LOS ALTOS  //  LOS GATOS  //  NORTHPOINT LOS GATOS 
SARATOGA  //  WILLOW GLEN  //  WESTSIDE SANTA CRUZ  //  SANTA CRUZ  //  APTOS

WWW.SERENOGROUP.COM/ONEPERCENT

Serving hot, nutritious meals to those in need. 
Our Daily Bread is a community-supported food program located in 
Sunnyvale’s St. Thomas Episcopal Church. We serve hot, nutritious meals to 
everyone who comes to our doors, without qualification and in a safe and 
inviting environment. We have been doing this every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at lunchtime for 35 years, and we have never missed a meal. 

On a typical day we serve 275 diners including the homeless, aged, 
unemployed, disabled, and working poor. For many of them, ODB is their 
main source of nutrition. We serve a full meal – an entrée, a vegetable, a 
green salad, a fruit salad, a beverage, dessert, and of course bread. Most days 
we offer a second, but smaller, complete meal as well. 

Learn more about Our Daily Bread at: ourdailybread-sunnyvale.org.

Our Daily Bread

TM

S E R E N O
GROUP
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In Memoriam
Agnes Allison,  January 2, 1915 – March 27, 2018

Agnes was among the first volunteers to work at ODB after St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church voted to start its hot lunch program. She helped 
vote it in and knew she could be one of the regular workers.
In those early days she did whatever job needed to be done. Much 
later she became “famous” for continuing to work as Monday’s dish 
washer while in her eighties and nineties. When she was no longer 

able to do the job solo, she had her son assist her when he was in town. 
Agnes received the Bread Loaf Award in 1992. She was an amazing 

person and many of us will never forget her.

Joe Schmidig,  May 28, l943 -- March 27, 2018

Joe was a long-time volunteer with ODB who liked to work in the 
background, behind the scenes, primarily as a food-runner/driver. He, 
along with Arnold Siegel, was instrumental in getting Trader Joe’s 
to donate food to ODB many years ago. In the beginning, Trader 
Joe’s gave their donations to several agencies in addition to ODB. 
Years later they wanted to simplify things at their end and asked if 

ODB would be willing to take everything, 7 days a week. Joe and 
David Barnes, our Program Director, thought it over and felt they could 

make it work. They felt it would save us money and improve the quality 
and quantity of our meals. So they convinced the ODB Board to say yes. Joe and David 
then recruited the team of drivers and Joe helped coordinate them and we were off and 
running. And when another driver couldn’t make it, Joe was often the one to fill in. He 
was a real team player; he made this relationship with Trader Joe’s work, and it has been 
a huge success for ODB. It will be Joe’s lasting legacy to ODB.
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Contributor’s EnvElopE EnClosEd

In the past, an appeal in the Fall edition of Bread 
Lines was the primary appeal for the year. This year 
we have already had several appeals, the most 
recent occuring in October. Therefore we are not 
intending this to be yet another appeal.

However, just in case you wish to make a year-end 
contribution to ODB, we have once again enclosed the 
envelope, along with alternative instructions for donating.

To increase your gift, please donate to Friends of 
Our Daily Bread and enclose your company’s “matching gift” form. If you prefer 
to donate online, please visit our website at www.OurDailyBread-Sunnyvale.org 
and click on DONATE NOW

 
at the bottom of any page.

Mary Jo “Jody” Cook,  January 14, 1933 – September 25, 2018

Jody and her husband, Len, have been part of ODB’s Wednesday volun-
teer crew for over 6 years. Both Jody and Len 
first began as kitchen helpers to make salads 
and prepare desserts. Soon they migrated to 
the dining hall serving meals to our guests 
with a smile. While volunteering at ODB, 
Jody demonstrated her amazing seamstress 

skills by outfitting many of our volunteers 
with her custom-made aprons. Her signature 

logo was a button on the strap. Before coming to ODB, Jody 
was a long-time volunteer at the American Cancer Society 
in Sunnyvale. Over the years, Len and Jody have also been 
very active in the Stanford Community. Jody will be greatly 
missed by our ODB staff and volunteers!
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Important Dates

Tues., Dec. 11 .....Board meeting
Wed., Dec. 19 ......Christmas Meal
Tues., Feb. 12 .....Board meeting

Donations

See page 4 for donating Christmas 
gift items to our diners. If you missed 
our appeals earlier in the year, see 
page 7 for another “Contributor’s 
Envelope.” Your support is always 
greatly appreciated.

REMINDERS
Our Daily Bread’s newsletter is 

published by St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church. Direct inquiries c/o the church 
office or to David Barnes at 408-736-
4108.

The Board of Directors holds 
bimonthly public meetings in the Dis-
ciples Room at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church. Voting board members: Chuck 
Thompson, president & treasurer; 
Susan Latshaw, vice president; Donna 
Beres, secretary; Fulvia Govetto, 
Fran Hostettler, Alan Purchase, Janet 
Riddel, Gary Ruschke, Paul Wilcox. 
Non-voting members: David Barnes, 
program director; Anne Buelteman, 
parish administrator; Jim Cobb, parish 
treasurer; Pastor Salying Wong, rector; 
Jan Camp, Emerita; Gage McKinney, 
Emeritus.
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