... I was hungry
and you gave me
food,
I was thirsty
and you gave me
drink,
I was a stranger
and you welcomed
me ...
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What DOES the Future Hold
for Our Daily Bread?
Late last year, members of the St. Thomas Episcopal Church put together a graphic
timeline depicting the 37 year history of Our Daily Bread. It is displayed
in the centerfold (pages 6-7) of this newsletter. As you finish reading through it, you’ll discover that the authors were right to wonder what ODB would be in 2020 and beyond. But little could they
know the COVID-19 pandemic would change the program so soon.
In response to the shelter-in-place orders and the ban on dinein meal service which went into effect in mid-March, Our Daily
Bread switched its meal program to a take-out-only service.
When this revised service started, the number of diners per day
dropped immediately, from 225 to 120. Since then it has increased to almost 200 per day. A
lot of this growth is from people new to ODB, many of whom appear to be homeless.
The program continues to deploy its regular team of drivers who pick up donated food
every day. But actual meal preparation and service has changed significantly. [See the “Before & After” pictures on pages 2-3.] For meal preparation we now have two very small
teams who prepare the hot meals – one team on Tuesdays and the other team on Thursdays.
For serving the meals on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, we utilize two other small
(15-20 people) teams of volunteers – a first shift and a second shift. These split teams are to

cont’d on page 4

OUR DAILY BREAD serves hot nutritious meals to hungry people three days each week.
Anyone is served without regard to race, color, national origin, immigration status, age, gender,
or disability. Regular serving hours are 11:00–12:30 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
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Before & After COVID-19

Serving food

Waiting for doors to open

Meals were served to diners at their tables by
a team of eight waiters.

Food is now selected by the diners and handed to them by volunteers.

Plating the meal

Want Color? Don’t Want Paper?
If you would like to receive a color copy of this newsletter
in Acrobat “.pdf” format, email your request to
ODBNewsletter@Yahoo.com
If you no longer wish to receive the paper version
of our newsletter, please let us know by email to
ODBNewsletter@Yahoo.com, by fax to (408) 7368655, or by letter – our address is right above your mailing label.
If you want neither the paper copy nor an emailed copy, you can still enjoy
this newsletter online at
Meals were dished up by two teams of five,
working on each side of of the main counter.
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The hot food is now dished up and wrapped
by a single team of two.
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(cont’d from page 1)

ensure that the program can continue uninterrupted. Should a member of one team get sick
with COVID-19, that whole team will go into self-quarantine and the other companion team
will run their entire portion of the program while replacement volunteers are recruited.
Diners line up at the front door of Cowans Hall, struggling to maintain the mandated
six foot spacing. The line passes in front of the sanctuary and on occasion has completely
encircled that building. We open the doors around 10:45 AM and admit households one-at-atime. Each diner is offered a shot of hand sanitizer and given a face mask if they don’t have
one. From there they move down a line of tables that run along the front windows of Cowans
Hall, finally exiting through the back door of the hall.
At the first table, each diner receives two plastic bags. One has the day’s hot meal,
served on a paper plate and wrapped in aluminum foil. The second bag contains plastic utensils wrapped in a napkin, a bottle of water, and assorted fruit and snack items. On the remaining tables are a wide range of food items, all donated by ODB’s various food store partners.
As the diner passes each table, they point to items they want and a volunteer places them in
one of their bags. At the final table they can pick up a to-go drink of juice or coffee.
Changing to “to-go” or “take-out” meals means purchasing a lot of packaging. It also
means purchasing additional items to complete the meal. In addition, we must purchase new
supplies in order to sanitize our work environment against COVID-19. These newly required
supplies include packaging such as foil and/or containers to hold the hot meals, Ziploc bags
for snack items, cups and lids for drink, etc. It also includes things like packaged drinks
(water and/or juice), packages of plastic utensils and napkins, and moist towelettes. Finally
it includes additional supplies for dealing with the virus: disposable masks for those guests
who don’t have one, gloves for our volunteers, bleach, Clorox wipes, etc.
All this adds about $2,500 per month in new costs. Fortunately we received grants
from Second Harvest Food Bank and the City of Sunnyvale to cover theses additional costs
through 2020. Unfortunately, we don’t see this expense ending any time soon. While dine-in
eating at area restaurants is just now starting, restrictions on seating (i.e., only 25% capacity)
won’t work for ODB: we have a limited serving period and a fixed number of diners. We do
not anticipate unrestricted seating to be possible until well into 2021. Thus these new costs
for COVID-19 are expected to continue for the foreseeable future.
But there is good news: YOU, our supporters, have been very generous in these challenging times, as you have been when we were challenged in the past. Our Daily Bread is
blessed to have your faithful support. And for that we are extremely thankful.
With your continued support, we can meet our challenges and continue to provide nutritious
meals to those in need in our community for years to come..
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The City of Sunnyvale Honors Our Daily Bread
On September 2, the City of Sunnyvale honored Our
Daily Bread as one of the eight recipients of their 2020
Community Awards. In particular, Our Daily Bread received the Mayor’s Award of Excellence for a group. Chuck
Thompson, President of the ODB Board, was pleased to
accept the award on behalf of ODB’s founders, volunteers
and supporters. The award consisted of the trophy and
the poster shown here, along with a bouquet of flowers.
Because of the pandemic, the
award was presented outdoors in a
private ceremony. A video of the entire award ceremony is available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OAO3Pl5Fzlw
[The Mayor’s Awards start at the 15:02 mark, with Mayor Klein
making an introduction. The award to ODB starts at 19:07 and
is just over 2 minutes long.]
Thanks to Jan Camp for nominating us. Her words were
obviously quite persuasive.
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Let go!
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Let go!

FOR MORECHUCK
INFORMATION
THOMPSON CONTACT
CHUCK
THOMPSON
408-257-0177
CHUCK@CHUCKTHOMPSON.ORG
408-257-0177
CHUCK@CHUCKTHOMPSON.ORG
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Our Daily Bread
serves it’s

1,500,000th
Meal!

6

Fall 2020

Fall 2020

7

BREAD LINES

BREAD LINES

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

THANKS to ALL the ODB Volunteers

Our Daily Bread strives to be a good neighbor by helping its neighbors in need. Whole
Foods has recently moved into our neighborhood – just six blocks out our front door, at 150
E. McKinley Ave. And they want to join in to help our neighbors.

They have selected Our Daily Bread as the beneficiary of their “Pie With A Purpose”
program. For every pie purchased in their new Sunnyvale store this November 23-26, Whole
Foods will donate $5 to ODB. This is a real win-win-win-win: for you, Whole Foods, ODB
and especially our neighbors in need.

Please help by “sharing” your pie with others this Thanksgiving season.
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who are keeping the program going
during the COVID Crisis!
Cathy L Sharon L Derrick L Mark L David L Jody
Patrick L April L Alycia L Adolfo L Randy L Bobby
Mary L Joanne Renita L Barry
Karen L Tanya
Gloria L Paul
Ann L Bill
Sung-Min
Tina L Jan
Alan L Jim
Caroline
Hannelore
Johanna
Alex L Sam
Santosh
Irmgard L Marie
Lois L Ron
Shirley L Susan
Elsa
William
Joan L Marcus
Terry L Don L Cory L Judy
Joseph L Jhanel L Taghi L Scott L Rayne L Chiyo
Carolyn L Renee L Alice L Peggy L John L Laurie
Yui L Sharon L Peter L Simone L Kim L Janet
David L Donna L Chuck
Fall 2020
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Looking for the perfect holiday gift?

This year, instead of giving your friends and loved ones the usual holiday gifts, consider
giving a gift that will help feed those in need this season. Our Daily Bread has a beautiful
customized greeting card you can give to let others know a donation has been made to ODB
in their name. If you wish Our Daily Bread will even send the card for you. The cards are
also suitable for in-honor-of/in-memory-of cards. For more information go to the website
OurDailyBread-Sunnyvale.org or contact the ODB office at 408-736-4108.

ODB Gives Thanks
to All Our Supporters
Our Daily Bread has much to be thankful for. Most importantly we are thankful for
the faithful support of our volunteers and our donors during these challenging times.

Serving hot nutritious
meals to all who come

OurDailyBread-Sunnyvale.org

Our Daily Bread
231 Sunset Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Normally we thank our volunteers at our annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner.
Unfortunately the pandemic has prevented us from holding such an event this year.
Instead, on page 9 we’ve tried to thank those who put themselves on the front line
by continuing to operate the program in spite of the personal risks.

	
  
Serving	
  hot,	
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Honor or Remember Someone Special by
Donating to Our Daily Bread

But they are not the only ones who have continued to provide faithful support in
these times. Many of you, our donors, have also, in spite of any financial challenges
you may be facing. And for that we are truly grateful. We couldn’t do it without you.

Gift Form

Donor Information:

Thank You All!

Name: ____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________

Contributor’s Envelope Enclosed

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
In honor of Donna Beres, a gift has been given to

Our Daily Bread of Sunnyvale

by Paul and Chuck.
This gift helps us provide free hot meals
to all hungry men, women and children
who come to our door.
Our Daily Bread is a non-profit community-supported outreach program
of St. Thomas Episcopal Church that serves needy people in Sunnyvale and
surrounding communities. Our Daily Bread was started in 1983 and has served
over 1,300,000 meals. It currently serves 300 people each serving day.

Gift Type (Check one):
□ In Memory of ___________________________________________
□ In Honor of ____________________________________________

Send ODB Gift Card to:
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________

Our Daily Bread
231 Sunset Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
OurDailyBread-Sunnyvale.org

Serving hot nutritious
meals to all who come

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________
Please send this form and your donation to:
Our Daily Bread
231 Sunset Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
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Each year at this time we enclose an envelope in the
newsletter for the convenience of those who want to
make a financial contribution to ODB. Though ODB
receives support from business and civic organizations, the majority of our financial support comes
from caring individuals. Many of you have been giving
throughout this year. But if you haven’t or would like to
make another contribution, please know that we greatly
appreciate any and all donations. To increase your gift,
please donate to Friends of Our Daily Bread and enclose
your company’s “matching gift” form. If you prefer to donate online, please visit
our website at www.OurDailyBread-Sunnyvale.org and click on DONATE NOW at
the bottom of any page.

Fall 2020
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REMINDERS

OUR DAILY BREAD NEWSLETTER

Our Daily Bread’s newsletter is
published by St. Thomas Episcopal
Church. Direct inquiries c/o the church
office or to David Barnes at 408-7364108.
Pre-COVID the Board of Directors held bimonthly public meetings
in the Disciples Room at St. Thomas
Episcopal Church. Voting board members: Chuck Thompson, president
& treasurer; Susan Latshaw, vice
president; Donna Beres, secretary;
Fulvia Govetto, Fran Hostettler, Alan
Purchase, Janet Riddel, Paul Wilcox.
Non-voting members: David Barnes,
program director; Anne Buelteman,
parish administrator; Jim Cobb, parish
treasurer; Pastor Salying Wong, rector;
Jan Camp & Gage McKinney, emeriti.

Important Dates
Tues., Dec. 8........Board meeting
Tues., Feb. 9........Board meeting

Donations
See page 5 if you have a vehicle
you’d like to donate. And see page
11 if you’d like to donate money.
Your support is always greatly appreciated.

Our daily bread

231 Sunset at McKinley
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
408-736-4108
Address Service Requested
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